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VISION FOR A LIFETIME

It has been said the “eyes are the windows to the soul,” meaning you can understand a
person’s emotions and sometimes thoughts by looking into his or her eyes. At Northern Plains
Eye Foundation (NPEF) we offer a different perspective — that the “eyes,” or more specifically
eye health, are linked to a person’s overall well-being, success in school, employability, and
independence, especially as individuals grow older.

Our messaging through outreach programs such as the Children’s Vision Screening Initiative
(CVSI), VisionCARE, and Gift of Sight, advocates that infants and toddlers need their vision
checked, preschoolers should have their eyes screened before starting school, and school-age
children have vision checks on a regular basis because eyes change as kids grow. For adults,
an annual comprehensive eye exam is important not only to protect vision and overall eye
health but may also provide clues that warn of underlying health issues elsewhere in the body.

For many of us, an annual eye exam is routine, often a “no-brainer.” But for countless low-income
working-age adults and vulnerable populations, significant barriers exist in access to vision
care. Often an eye exam and prescription glasses are financially out of reach,
and, in many instances, government-funded and private healthcare
do not offer low-cost basic eye care, such as an eye
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To advance the mission of eye health and take a deeper dive into understanding this largely unmet
need in our community, for over a year now, NPEF has been working with CHCBH and University
of South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine student researchers to assess our community’s eye
care needs. Our end goal: Improve optometric services, education, and access to eye care for the
underserved — and thus improve the well-being of our community by emphasizing the importance
of vision for all and “Vision for a Lifetime,” NPEF’s longtime motto that continues to encapsulate
the founding ideals of NPEF, a Foundation created over thirty years ago.

As we enter a new year, we will continue to gather data, explore community eye care models,
and develop local partnerships to integrate eye health and vision care into existing programs to
meet otherwise unmet eye care needs. It’s a tall order — a marathon not a sprint, as they say — but
we are passionately committed and invite you to the table to join in this conversation or donate
to sustain our work and the health and well-being of those we serve and the community in
which we gratefully live.
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When it comes to volunteering, one quarter of Americans take
the time to volunteer and South Dakotans are at the top of the
list. In a 2020 special report on states’ volunteering, over 36% of
South Dakotans volunteer.

Northern Plains Eye Foundation (NPEF) is a grateful recipient of this
volunteer spirit. We are blessed with over 60 volunteers who serve
on our board of directors and committees, assist in administering
programs, give of their time at fundraising and promotional events,
and support our cause in various other ways. Several have given
of their time and talents for more than a decade.

What kind of person does that? Meet Curt Rising, who, along
with his wife, Shirley, owns The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy in
Rapid City. Curt started his journey with NPEF in June of 2010
with a desire to do good and advance our mission. In 2014,
Curt took on the responsibility of Board Treasurer and Finance
Committee Chair, positions in which he has remained for the
past seven years.
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On the board, Curt shows up, is engaged, and strives to look
at NPEF through both a strategic and operational lens, never
shying away from asking the hard questions to bring out the best
in our decision-making.

Most of all, Curt is an ambassador for NPEF. He and Shirley
greet guests at our Casino Royale Charity Affair, in addition to
The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy serving as an event sponsor.
As a matter of course, they invite friends and associates as
guests to our events, recruit individuals to join our board, and
personally support our cause.

From a staff perspective, Curt is a good listener who respects
others’ opinions, is willing to share his insights, and open to
learning about the inner workings of a nonprofit. He is generous
in saying “thank you,” supportive, and always upbeat, reminding
me of a quote | read recently: “Everything’s possible and
nothing’s not.”

Leadership like Curt’s is crucial to our success as a nonprofit. At
the end of this month, after a record-setting eleven plus years on
NPEF’s Board, Curt is leaving due to term limits. Thankfully, as
the saying goes, “It's not goodbye, it's see you later,” as he plans
to continue on a few committees.

Curt, please accept our deepest gratitude for the very important
role you played in our mission. Your passion, leadership, and
dedication inspire us and will continue to guide our legacy.

For all who read this, we carry you in our hearts throughout
the holiday season and into the New Year, wishing you peace,
continued health, and ever present moments of joy.

Ronda Gusinsky
Executive Director
Northern Plains Eye Foundation

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS..

In January, Northern Plains Eye Foundation (NPEF) will welcome three
new members to our Board of Directors.

Colin E. Brown, MD, is an ophthalmologist who specializes in cataract,
cornea, and refractive surgery at Wright Vision Center. Dr. Brown
was born in Rapid City and raised in Pierre. He received his
bachelor’s degree from South Dakota State University and medical
doctorate from the University of South Dakota. Dr. Brown completed
his ophthalmology residency at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center and his fellowship at the Medical University of South Carolina.

Barbara Vargo lives in Rapid City with her husband. She graduated
from the University of Minnesota and worked for a trade association in
Washington, DC, and as volunteer coordinator for hospice programs
in Florida and South Dakota. Barbara then obtained her law degree

Dr. Colin Brown Barbara Vargo Dr. Renae Welke

from Creighton University. After clerkships for South Dakota’s Seventh Circuit and the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit,
she joined Lynn, Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun as an associate attorney in 2021. She has served on boards for Rapid City Public School
Foundation, Catholic Social Services, South Dakota Hospice Organization, and LifeCircle South Dakota.

Renae Welke, OD, is an optometrist who practices at Slingsby & Huot Eye Associates. She received her Doctor of Optometry degree
in 2011 from Pennsylvania College of Optometry. After graduation, Dr. Welke completed a Primary Care Residency Program at Salus
University. Her optometric interests include primary and medical eye care, contact lenses, vision therapy, ocular disease, and ocular
emergencies. Dr. Welke is a member of the American Optometric Association and the South Dakota Optometric Association. She is a
native of the Black Hills and enjoys spending time outdoors with family and friends.

Welcome Colin, Barbara, and Renae! We are excited to have you bring your energy, ideas, and passion to our cause.



CHARITY AFFAIR ONLINEAUCTION
GOES LIVE AT 6PM (MST)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

With an unforeseen spike in COVID cases,
Northern Plains Eye Foundation (NPEF) made
the difficult decision to cancel its in-person
Casino Royale Charity Affair for the second
year in a row. Thanks to the generosity of

Casino Royale was instead celebrated with
an online auction featuring the exciting
auction collection created for the Casino
Royale in-person event.

We are beyond grateful that despite the
challenges in canceling the in-person Casino
Royale yet another year, there are amazing
sponsors, businesses, and donors who
nonetheless generously supported our cause,
raising nearly $34,000 in net proceeds. Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts.

We look forward to seeing you in
person on Saturday, October 1, 2022,
when we celebrate the 10th Annual
Casino Royale Charity Affair!

@ight Vision Center

0 SLINGSBY & HuoT
Eve AssociaTES PROFE, LLC

RAPID CITY
‘ MEDICAL
—_— CENTERLLP

The Eye Doctors

Black Hills Energy

gEY <
CINSTITUTE

Prouyounestyhyscions

COVHEL) 1B

MONUMENT
HEALTH

> e

QEP H‘ ~

CASINCI BLACK HILLS INSURANCI

AAAAAAAA

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

[utomated
[ldaintenance
Klvstems, inc.

A Complete Janitorial Service

BT

BLACK HILLS TIREJ

EHilton
\Garden Inn

NORTHERN PLAINS
EYE FOUNDATION

MANUSCRIPT PUBLICATION | Congratulations to Jeremy
Kudrna MD, Eric Habbe MD, Andrea Bordewyk MD,
Hadly Carson Eisenbeisz MD, Ryan Scarborough OD, and
Terrence Spencer MD, on publication of “Evaluation of the
SPOT™ Photoscreener’s Efficacy for Detecting Amblyopia
Risk Factors Compared to Optometrists’ Examinations in
305 South Dakota Children” in Aesculapius, the University of
South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine (USDSSM) journal.
This is the fifth in a series of manuscripts published through a
collaboration with NPEF, USDSSM student researchers, and area
ophthalmologists and optometrists.

VOLUNTEERS HONORED | Over 30 passionate volunteers
were honored at our annual summer Volunteer Picnic & Salute.
Congratulations to: Dick Fischer, Volunteer of the Year,
Piedmont Valley Lions (at right, accepting his award from Dr.
Ryan Scarborough, NPEF Board Chair); Darryl & Arlene Moll,
Volunteer Couple of the Year, Metro Lions; and Metro Lions,
Club of the Year. In memoriam, we give a loving tribute to Arlene
Moll who passed away October 10, 2021.

SCHOLARSHP AWARD | Evan Meyer was presented the
2021 NPEF Dr. Paul L. Zimmerman Memorial Scholarship
Endowment Award. Evan is a native of Sioux Falls and member of
the University of South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine Class
of 2022. He describes ophthalmology as a “natural fit,” and is
looking forward to the opportunity to guide future patients through
his chosen field of service, continuing to develop new skills in a
rapidly evolving field, and carrying on his passion for volunteerism.

GIFT OF SIGHT | NPEF, along with area ophthalmologists and
optometrists and Gift of Sight program partners, Service to the
Blind & Visually Impaired and Wyoming Department of Vocational
Rehabilitation Services, provides sight-saving surgeries to low-
income adults with severely impaired vision. 90 surgeries have
been performed to date, helping recipients regain their vision,
independence, and livelihood. At left is recent Gift of Sight
recipient, Pamela Penfield, and surgeon, Dr. Gail Bernard.

VISIONCARE | It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas at
Independent Optical, Wright Vision Center/Slingsby & Huot
Eye Associates/Your Eyes Only Optical, The Eye Doctors
at Rapid City Medical Center & Courtesy Subaru! These
businesses are displaying donation forms to raise funds for
VisionCARE to provide eye exams and glasses for low income
individuals. Donate at these businesses or call NPEF at
(605) 716-6733 to make a credit card donation!

[1Yes! | want to support NPEF’s mission.
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NAME: PHONE: ( )
OCell OHome Work
ADDRESS:
(Street or PO Box) (City) (State) (ZIP)
EMAIL ADDRESS: | WANT TO DONATE: $

1My Check is Enclosed (payable to NPEF) [_]Contact Me at the Number Above for My Credit Card Information

Please place this completed form, along with your check, if applicable, in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.
Thank you for your generous support of our cause.
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Accelerated Healing Massage
Lauren Albers
Ka & Diane Alberts

Amara’s Supper Club & Baked Goods
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Dr. Gail Bernard of The Eye Doctors
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Vicki Bierman
Black Hills Auto Grooming
Black Hills Energy
Black Hills Helicopters
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Black Hills Surgical Hospital
Black Hills Tire
John & Linda Boland
Martin Bonorden
Dr. Colin Brown

Jim & Monica Burgess/
Black Hills Harley-Davidson

Callie Carlson
Weston & Tenise Chapman

Chubby Chipmunk Hand-Dipped Chocolates

Courtesy Subaru
Albert Daane
Dave & Joan Davis
Jay Davis & Susan Kelts
Denver Broncos
Frank DiCesare
Dr. Monte & Luanne Dirks
Joseph Ehresmann & Mary Scott
Brenda Fauth
Ryan Featherstone
Jim & Cindy Filips
First Interstate Bank
Dick & Rita Fischer
Frawley Ranch
Louise French
Eric & Mindy Fuehrer
Suzanne Lien Gabrielson
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With Deepest Appreciation to Our Donors
I

Alicia Garcia
Dr. Brian & Mariah Gill/Redwater Eye Care
Wayne Greaves
Green Chilli Shack
Robert & Ronda Gusinsky
Wayne Gustafson
Rex & Cindy Hagg
Happy Tails Dog Training Center
Heavy Constructors
Ron & Jeannette Hill
Hilton Garden Inn Rapid City
Gene & Jeanne Hoffman
HomeSlice Media Group
Bergan Horton
Hot Springs Theatre
Steve & Brenda Howard/Rare Finds Décor
Bonnie Hughes
Mark & Marsha Humphreys
Dr. Dwayne & Barbara Ice/Vision West Eye Care
Brian & Linda Iverson
Jack Daniel’s
Robert Jackson, Jr.
Libbey Jensen
Ken & Sue Jimmerson
Gene & Carla Jobgen
Chris Johnson & Caroline Sharp
Jack & Shelly Kaup
Dr. Scott Kennedy/Lifetime Eyecare
Ketel Thorstenson
KEVN Black Hills FOX
Tom & Carol King
KOTA Territory News
Kyle Krause & Dr. Erin Brown
Perry & Dr. Gaylene Kudrna
Deborah Kuehn
Jeremy & Dr. Sarah Kuipers/Independent Eyes
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Kelly & Suzie Lambert

Dr. Rebecca Linquist of The Eye Doctors
at Rapid City Medical Center

Scott & Dr. Rebecca Linquist
LIV Hospitality
LiveWell Medical Aesthetics
Loud American Roadhouse
Dawn Madge
Mary’s Mountain Cookies

Cris Mathews
Carter McPherson
Kevin McPherson
McPherson Auction & Realty Company
Brittney Meisner
Minnesota Twins
Mark & Tara Mitchell
Monument Health
Dr. Jess Moser

Mt Rushmore KOA Resort &
Lodge at Palmer Guich

Robert & Deborah Mudge
Wayne & Judy Mueller
Carolyn Ness
Donna Norton
Ohh, Crepe!

Oman Mortgage Group/Tanner Oman
Vel & Janet Orr
Mark Papousek
Gena Parkhurst
Jeffrey & Katrina Partridge
Joanie Pecora
Alan Peil & Patty Kraft
John & Dusty Pence
PetSmart
Craig & Jane Pfeifle
Piedmont Valley Lions Club
Kevin Puetz
Pamela Ramp
Elling Ramsey
Rapid City Medical Center
Rapid City Metro Lions Club
Rapid City Rush
Dr. Erwin & Joan Reimann
Dr. Curt & Shirley Rising
Robert Sharp & Associates
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory
Rosemary Rounds
Don & Linda Rydstrom
Kevin “The Barrel Man” Sanders
Savour Pinoy & Sushi
George & Kathy Sazama
Dr. Ryan & Patricia Scarborough
Dennis & Kathy Schaar
Dr. Jamie Schaeffer
Jim & Karen Schramm

Simpsons Printing
Michael L Skinner
Slingsby & Huot Eye Associates
Slingsby & Wright Eye Surgery & Laser Center
South Dakota Magazine
Dawn Sprunk/Heart & Soul Massage
Jacinta Stilwell
Strider Sports International
Chris & Rachel Swarthout
Doug & Suzi Swarthout
Sweet Secrets Bakery
Randy & Marcia Taylor
Scott & Judith Tenney
Thai Thai
The Good Stuffed
The Marina at Sheridan Lake
The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy
The Tinder Box
Thomas Braun Bernard & Burke

Dr. Lycia Thornburg/The Dermatology
Physicians of The Skin Institute at RCMC

Debra Tieszen
Dick & Jackie Tupper
Ugly Graffiti
Mark & Barb Vargo
VeselWorks
Jackie Vesely
Victoria's Garden
Gregory Vincent
Vision Source Specialists
Wags to Whiskers
Coleen Walker
John & Kitty Walker
Walman Optical
Cindy Weichmann
West River Made
Westjet Air Center
Doreen Whitney
Dr. Nathan Wiederholt/Premier Family Eye Care
Dr. Terry & Kelly Wolthuis/Lifetime Eyecare
Dr. Paul & Lana Wright
Wright Vision Center
Your Eyes Only Optical
Tom & Sharon Zeller



