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matter how
slowly you go,
as long as you
\ do not stop. 4 ’

Confucius

People are often surprised to know an eye exam
can be an early detection system for serious
illnesses such as cancer, cardiovascular disease,
hypertension, and diabetes. And that for young
children, many vision problems begin at an early
age, and with vision playing an important role
in childhood development, uncorrected vision
issues may significantly affect a child’s ability to
learn and reach their highest potential.

Simply put, routine eye care, beginning in
infancy, is a critical investment in vision health
and overall health. But for many in our region
it is beyond reach. Many in our community live
with vision problems that jeopardize their safety
and success because they are faced with higher
day-to-day priorities such as housing and food,
illness, disability, or conflicts, and simply cannot
afford to see a doctor.

Last year, when we rebranded to LifeSight, our
mission statement, “Vision for a Lifetime,” was
changed to “Vision. For All. For Life.” Our goal
is to advance eye care so all in our community
have access to care throughout their lifetime.
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We know this is a bold aspiration. It means
placing greater programmatic focus on the issue,
increasing stakeholders and collaborators, and
expanding and expending resources. We know it
will not be easy but believe, if we continue to put
in the work and inspire others with our passion,
it does not matter how slow the process, as long
as we do not stop, it is possible.

Through our research, conducted with volunteer
student researchers at the University of South
Dakota Sanford School of Medicine, we are
acquiring a greater understanding of how the
determinants of health support engaging the entire
community in our efforts. We have learned visual
impairment affects individuals of all ages, race, and
socioeconomic standing, but is disproportionately
detrimental to individuals with limited access to
care. Research shows compromised vision has
social and economic implications not only for the
individuals themselves, but their communities
and healthcare systems.

Through programs like VisionCARE and Gift
of Sight, we continually work toward solutions.
VisionCARE, facilitated through a collaboration
with Complete Health (formerly Community
Health Care Center of the Black Hills) and area
network providers, has underwritten no-cost
eye exams and glasses for nearly 150 people.
Gift of Sight, provided in association with area
optometrists and ophthalmologists, has gifted
100+ sight-saving surgeries, mainly cataract, to
medically underserved individuals with no other
means to receive this essential care.

We remain passionate about children’s eye
health, and through the KidsFIRST free vision
screening program, protect young children’s eyes
and developing vision. Working in cooperation
with area elementary schools and child care
centers, KidsFIRST has administered upwards of
60,000 free children’s vision screenings with an
average of 14% of children screened identified
with otherwise undetected vision disorders and
referred to an optometrist or ophthalmologist
for additional eye care.

To ensure eye care for future generations, the
Dr. Paul L. Zimmerman Memorial Scholarship
Endowment at the University of South Dakota
Sanford School of Medicine provides annual
scholarships to medical students pursuing
ophthalmology, who hope to return to South
Dakota to practice.

This outreach is mission critical to creating the
pathway for Vision. For All. For Life. We hope
you will join us in our pursuit. We welcome the
opportunity to connect with you to gather your
thoughts and insights, and we ask you to please
give generously to support our cause.
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LifeSight exists to
protect and preserve
vision, restore sight,
and support
eye-related research
to promote
eye health for all.
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SEASON’S GREETINGS!

As the end of the year approaches, | find myself thinking about my
work at LifeSight and feeling thankful for having the privilege of
serving as its Executive Director for almost
15 years. Whether it has been collaborating
with the Board, staff, commmunity partners,
or donors, | feel extremely fortunate to serve
this organization and work side by side with
such a knowledgeable and compassionate
Board of Directors.

Even more inspiring is the energy and
dedication of each of our Board members
and the life-changing work we can do
because of their leadership. We are so very
grateful to each and every member for saying
yes to serving on our Board.

Jack Kaup

At the end of this year, a longtime Board member, Jack Kaup, steps
down after nine years of service due to term limits. Jack joined the
Board in 2015 and, in addition to his involvement on the Board, was
appointed to our Finance Committee where he shared his expertise
in healthcare and finances and analytical ability to ensure our
organization is operating with the financial resources it needs to
provide programs and services to our community. By the numbers,

during his tenure Jack’s leadership assisted in the design of nine
annual budgets, a like number of annual audits, three strategic
plans, and an organization rebrand. Jack’s
know-how and advice will be greatly missed.

Please accept our deepest gratitude, Jack,
for your dedicated leadership in guiding
the mission, and future, of LifeSight.

In closing and in the same spirit of
appreciation, | want to say thank you to one
and all for your belief in the work we do, the
way you allow us to serve our community,
and share, as we turn the page on another
year, that in the new year, we will be ready to
do even more.

Ronda Gusinsky

For all who read this, we carry you in our hearts throughout the
holiday season and into the New Year, wishing you peace, continued
health, and ever present moments of joy.

Ronda Gusinsky
Executive Director
LifeSight

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS..

New board members bring new ideas, connections, and energy, and we are excited to announce two new members will be joining
the LifeSight Board of Directors in January: Dr. Michael daSilva, Ophthalmologist at Black Hills Regional Eye Institute, and Kurt Solay,

Partner at Nooney & Solay, LLP.

Dr. Michael daSilva is a cataract and refractive
surgeon at the Black Hills Regional Eye
Institute. He grew up in Bismarck, North
Dakota, before attending the University of
Nebraska for undergraduate and medical
school. After an internal medicine internship
with the University of South Dakota, he
completed ophthalmology residency at
the Stein Eye Institute at the University of
California - Los Angeles.

Dr. Michael daSilva

Kurt Solay is a native of Parkston, South Dakota.
He is a senior partner at Nooney & Solay, LLP,
in Rapid City, South Dakota. Kurt's practice
focuses on business, real estate, trusts, estate
planning, and probate administration. Kurt is
very active in the community, whether through
sponsorship or direct participation, and
supports various nonprofits. He is a graduate
of the University of South Dakota, obtained
his J.D. from the University of Kansas School
of Law, and a Masters Degree in Taxation from
New York University School of Law.

Kurt Solay

Michael and Kurt, we are excited to welcome you, grateful for your willingness to serve, and very much look forward to

working with you to promote the mission of LifeSight.
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Thank you for your generous support of our cause.

LifeSight is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by the IRS. LifeSight may acknowledge donors in public relations materials unless donor requests to remain anonymous.

EMAIL: :
(ZIP) .



NEWS BRIEFS

2023 YFS KIDS FAIR - Since 2013, LifeSight has made KidsFIRST
free children’s vision screenings available to families and
advocated for children’s vision care at the annual YFS Kids Fair.
This year, almost 500 free vision screenings were administered to
children aged 6 months through 5th grade, of which 15.46% had
risk factors detected that required
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referral for a complete eye exam.
y Our thanks to an awesome group of
volunteers, including students from
University of South Dakota Sanford
School of Medicine and LifeSight
Board members, for supporting this
effort, and to Monument Health, the
sponsor of the sunglasses given to
children receiving a screening.

2023 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD - We are
excited to congratulate Marlee Jones, the
2023 recipient of the LifeSight Dr. Paul L.
Zimmerman Memorial Scholarship awarded
through an endowment at the University of
South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine.
Marlee grew up in Groton, South Dakota,
and has aspired to go into ophthalmology
since high school. As a member of the Class
of 2024, she is looking forward to applying
for residency and making a difference as a
future physician.

THANK YOU KIDSFIRST VOLUNTEERS - We are most grateful to
the wonderful KidsFIRST program volunteers who have dedicated
up to 500+ hours a year for over a decade to assist LifeSight in
administering free children’s vision screenings. We celebrated this
fantastic group in September at our annual Volunteer Picnic and
were excited to congratulate Dick Fischer as Volunteer of the
Year and Keith and Wendy Clanton
as Volunteer Couple of the Year.
Dick has been the Volunteer of the
Year award recipient for nine out
of the past ten years and Keith and
Wendy the Volunteer Couple of the
Year for five of the past ten years.
Thank you to this amazing group
with huge hearts for volunteerism!

CELEBRATING THE GIFT OF SIGHT - Gift of Sight provides sight-
saving surgeries to adults with severely impaired vision who
otherwise could not receive care. As this newsletter goes to
print, LifeSight's 100th Gift of Sight surgery is being performed -
and we are celebrating giving
recipients the chance to regain
their vision, and most importantly,
independence and livelihood. Gift
of Sight referrals come from area
ophthalmologists and optometrists
who are our valued program partners.
Pictured is recent Gift of Sight
recipient, Aaron Lischefska, with
surgeon, Dr. Stephen Khachikian, and referring optometrist,
Dr. Ryan Scarborough, of Black Hills Regional Eye Institute. We
would also like to acknowledge Dakota Lions Sight & Health for
their recent partnership to support Gift of Sight surgeries.

CASINO ROYALE

A "PARTY WITH A PURPOSE”
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This year's September 30" Casino Royale Charity Affair celebrated
the eleventh year of LifeSight's annual “Party with a Purpose.” Aptly
named, proceeds from Casino Royale support program resources to
facilitate upwards of 7500 KidsFIRST free children’s vision screenings
annually to identify children with undetected vision disorders and
underwrite VisionCARE eye exams and glasses and Gift of Sight
cataract surgeries that were provided at no cost to nearly a combined
100+ program recipients this year to preserve and restore vision for
those medically underserved individuals across our community with
no other means to receive this essential care.

This celebration is possible thanks to the Casino Royale guests,
sponsors, promotional partners, volunteers, and auction and event
donors, who provide the means for us to change lives for the better
through their support of the essential vision outreach LifeSight
brings to young and old across the region.

Special thanks to Helene Duhamel of the Pennington County
Sheriff's Office and JD Hewitt of Hewitt Land Company for joining
us for the festivities as emcee and auctioneer, respectively!

We look forward to having you join us when we “Party with
a Purpose” next year at the 12th Annual Casino Royale Charity
Affair on September 28, 2024, at the Hilton Garden Inn Rapid City!
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Minnesota Vikings Dr. 3. Geoffrey & Jacalyn Slingsby

Dakotah Steakhouse
Dr. Michael & Laura daSilva
Dave & Joan Davis
Nick & Megan Davis
Deadwood Social Club
Josephine Denind
Steve Duffy & Helene Duhamel
Bill & Judy Duhamel
Dennis & Pam Eckroth
Bill & Karen Edwards
Elkhorn Ridge Resort & Golf Course
Josh & Sacha Farley
Brenda Fauth
Shirley Fauth
Ryan Featherstone
Jim & Cindy Filips
Firehouse Brewing Company

First Interstate BancSystem
Foundation

First Interstate Bank
Dick & Rita Fischer
Louise French
Eric & Mindy Fuehrer
Suzanne Gabrielson
Ralph & Millie Galyen
Eric Gardner
Dr. Brian & Mariah Gill/
Redwater Eye Care
Green Chilli Shack
Robert & Ronda Gusinsky
Dr. Melanie Hamiel
Jake & Brittany Hemenway
ID & Julie Hewitt/
Hewitt Land Company
Ron & Jeannette Hill
Hilton Garden Inn Rapid City
Gene & Jeanne Hoffman

Holy Sm-oaks Catering and
Craft Barbecue

HomeSlice Media Group
Mark & Marsha Humphreys
Dr. Christopher & Lisa Huot

Terry & Cheryl Irvine

Acme Bicycles
Jeff & Avery Adams
Lauren Albers
Amazon Smile Foundation
Anchor Bay Bodywork
Angeni Designs
Apellis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Julaine Arient-Rollman
Automated Maintenance Systems
Badlands Sabres
George & MC Bauder
bb's Natural Wine Bar
Rick & Carol Bell
Chris & Karla Bennett
Dr. Zachary & Fleur Berbos
Dr. Gail Bernard of The Eye Doctors
at Rapid City Medical Center
Steve & Dr. Gail Bernard
Bin 605
Black Hills Burger & Bun Co.
Black Hills Energy
Black Hills Helicopters
Black Hills Insurance Agency
Black Hills Regional Eye Institute
Black Hills Tire
Ned & Kathy Bode
John & Linda Boland
Martin Bonorden
Dr. Colin Brown & Dr. Rocio Diaz
Dr. Marvin & Tammy Buehner
Garrett & Rachel Burg
Jim & Monica Burgess
Riley & Tessa Burke
David Cameron & Constance Lane
Casino Party USA
Weston & Tenise Chapman
Cherry Optical Lab
Colonial House Restaurant & Bar
Courtesy Subaru
Creative Surfaces of the Black Hills
Doug & Darla Crown
Dakota Butcher

Dr. Taylor & Katie Slingsby
Slingsby & Huot Eye Associates
Slingsby & Wright Eye Surgery
& Laser Center
Sorada’s Padthai
Jacinta Stilwell
Strider Sports International
Joyce Sugrue
Chris & Rachel Swarthout
Doug & Suzi Swarthout
Tally's Silver Spoon
Tandoor Bocado
Randy & Marcia Taylor
The Bestro
The Marina at Sheridan Lake
The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy

Dr. Lycia Thornburg/The Skin Institute
at Rapid City Medical Center

Thomas Braun Bernard & Burke
Debra Tieszen
Tinder Box Cigar Bar
Dick & Jackie Tupper
Ugly Graffiti
Mark & Barbara Vargo
Jackie Vesely
Victoria's Garden
Vision Source Specialists
Coleen Walker
John & Kitty Walker
George B. Wallace
Cindy Weichmann
Rob & Kathy Weichmann
Dr. Renae Welke
Westjet Air Center
Kyle & Suzanne White
Dr. Nathan Wiederholt
Gary Wietgrefe
Wright Vision Center
Yak Ridge Cabins and Farmstead
Your Eyes Only Optical
Tom & Sharon Zeller

Brian & Linda Iverson
Jack Daniel's
Robert Jackson, Jr.
Scott & Dyla Jensen
Jessica Chapman Art Studio
Ken & Sue Jimmerson
Chris Johnson & Caroline Sharp
Kathryn Johnson
Barry Jones & Tamara Wilbur
Dillon & Ashlee Julius
Jack & Shelly Kaup
Susan Kelts
Ketel Thorstenson, LLP
KEVN Black Hills Fox
Dr. Stephen & Hillary Khachikian
Patricia King

Tony & Amy Klock/Klock Agents
of RE/MAX Advantage

KOTA Territory ABC
KT Connections
Perry & Dr. Gaylene Kudrna
Deborah Kuehn

Jeremy & Dr. Sarah Kuipers/
Independent Eyes

Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Kelly & Suzie Lambert
Greta Langdeau
Burt LeCates
Lemongrass Bar & Kitchen

Dr. Rebecca Linquist of The Eye
Doctors at Rapid City Medical Center

Scott & Dr. Rebecca Linquist
LIV Hospitality, LLC
LiveWell Medical Aesthetics
Sheryl Logan
Loud American Roadhouse
James Louzon
Dawn Madge
Mary's Mountain Cookies
Cris Mathews
Minervas Restaurant & Bar
Minnesota Twins

Minnesota Wild
Monument Health
Mark Mordhorst
Dr. Jess Moser & Dr. Eryn Caudill
Robert & Deborah Mudge
Wayne & Judy Mueller
Evelyn Murdy
Carolyn Ness
Ohh, Crepe!
Terry & Connie Olson
Tanner & Alicia Oman
Oman Mortgage Group
Joanie Pecora
Alan Peil & Patty Kraft
Kevin & Kelly Pereira
Bryan & Kate Perun
Craig & Jane Pfeifle
Piece by Piece Treasures
Kevin Puetz
Craig Pugsley
Que Pasa Mexican Kitchen
& Tequila Bar

Rapid City Downtown Lions Club
Rapid City Rush
Rare Finds Décor
Jared Reid
Robert Sharp & Associates
Kathleen Rohleder Griebel
Dorothy Rosby
Rosemary Rounds
Sand Scripts
Kevin ‘The Barrel Man’ Sanders
Savour Pinoy & Sushi
George & Kathy Sazama
Dr. Ryan & Patricia Scarborough
Stacey & Dr. Jamie Schaeffer
Mary Shervheim-Mathews
Gerianne Short
Sign Express
Simpsons Printing
Skogen Kitchen



